
Proposed Rule Changes – B&DCL AGM 20 June 2017 
 
 
CONSTITUTION AND RULES and LEAGUE CLUB TOURNAMENT RULES 
 
 
1. Current Constitution and Rules, from Rule 7, Subscriptions 
 
The annual team fees shall be decided at the AGM each year and paid to the Treasurer at the time when the club 
notifies the Tournament Controller of the number of teams it wishes to enter in the Tournament. Individual 
membership of players to the BCF is not a condition for participation in the League's activities. 
 
Proposed new league rule 
 
The annual team fees shall be decided at the AGM each year and paid to the Treasurer at the time when the club 
notifies the Tournament Controller of the number of teams it wishes to enter in the Tournament. Individual 
membership of players to the ECF is not a condition for participation in the League's activities. 
 
 
2. Current Constitution and Rules, from Rule 8, Officers 
 
The Officers shall be the President, Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Tournament Controllers, Junior 
Controller and and Grading Officer. 
 
Proposed new league rule 
 
The Officers shall be the President, Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Junior Chess Officer, League 
Controller, Webmaster and Grading Officer. 

 

3. Current Constitution and Rules, from Rule 10, Control of Tournaments   
 
Each Tournament run under the auspices of the League shall be controlled by an appointed Controller, who shall have 
the authority to make whatever arrangements are necessary for the proper conduct of that tournament and shall 
report on his conduct of the tournament to the League Committee. 
 
Proposed new league rule 
 
Each Tournament run under the auspices of the League shall be controlled by an appointed Controller, who shall 
have the authority to make whatever arrangements are necessary for the proper conduct of that tournament and 
shall report on his or her conduct of the tournament to the League Committee. 
 
 
4. Current League Club Tournament rule, from Rule 2, Player Lists 
    
Each club secretary shall send to the League Controller, not later than one week before the start of the playing 
season, a list of all its club members who are expected to play in the League Tournament. 
The list should place the players in order of playing strength, based on published current gradings or on an estimated 
grade, unless the League Controller decides otherwise.  This grade is to be applied throughout the entire season for 
the purposes of eligibility, board order and grading related prizes.  Supplementary lists shall be submitted 
subsequently indicating the position in which additional players are to be placed and making alterations and 
deletions where appropriate.   
 
All players are to be registered. 
 
Proposed new league rule 
 



Each club secretary shall send to the League Controller, not later than one week before the start of the playing 
season, a list of all its club members who are expected to play in the League Tournament. 
 
The list should place the players in order of playing strength, based on published current gradings or on an 
estimated grade, unless the League Controller decides otherwise.  The August ECF grade, in categories A-E is to be 
applied throughout the following and entire season for the purposes of eligibility, board order and grading related 
prizes.  Estimate grades and ECF category “F” grades used from the start of the season should be revised 
appropriately by the Controller during the season in consultation with clubs, and also changed if an ECF categories 
“A-E” grade is available from the following January.  Supplementary lists shall be submitted subsequently 
indicating the position in which additional players are to be placed and making alterations and deletions where 
appropriate.   
 
All players participating in league games will be registered with the ECF for grading purposes.  The ECF raise a fee, 
per game, at the season end for grading non ECF members. The B&DCL Treasurer invoices the clubs involved, with 
these fees. 
 
All players are to be registered. 
 
 
5. Current League Club Tournament rule, from Rule 3, Eligibility 
 
Players included in club lists submitted as in Rule 2 shall be allocated to Divisions of the Tournament in order of 
strength, as follows :   

• For each team competing in each Division, four or more players shall be allocated.   
• No player allocated to any division shall exceed by more than ten ECF grading points any player nominated by 

the player’s club to a higher Division.    
• Players may not play in a Division lower than that to which they are allocated in any one season.   

• A player become ineligible to play in the division he or she is registered for, once that player has played 5 
times at a higher level in the same season; games in any higher division counting towards the total of 5 
(amended B&DCL AGM June 2016). 

 
Players may not play for more than one club or for more than one team in any Division in any one season. Players are 
not eligible to play unless their names are included on player lists at least 7 days before their game.   
 
Should an ineligible player be played in a League match, the penalty for the infringement shall be the automatic loss 
of the game concerned plus, if the Controller so determines, the loss of one additional game point.   
 
Proposed new league rule 
 
Players included in club lists submitted as in Rule 2 shall be allocated to Divisions of the Tournament in order of 
strength, as follows :   

• For each team competing in each Division, four or more players shall be allocated.   
• No player allocated to any division shall exceed by more than ten ECF grading points any player nominated 

by the player’s club to a higher Division.    
• Players may not play in a Division lower than that to which they are allocated in any one season. However, 

they may play in a higher team as a “Reserve”, and on each occasion, this uses a “Reserve Place” for that 
team. 

• The numbers of Reserve Places a team can use during the season is according to the number of matches to 
be played – e.g. 10 league matches = 10 Reserve Places, 12 league matches = 12 Reserve places and so on.  
Teams cannot exceed their maximum Reserve Places at any stage of the season, and to remedy this they 
will have to immediately re-allocate a player from a lower team to that higher team.  If this particular 
player has played games for the higher team in the season, then those games are taken off the 
accumulated Reserve Places used at that point in time by the team. 

 
Players may not play for more than one club or for more than one team in any Division in any one season. Players 
are not eligible to play unless their names are included on player lists at least 7 days before their game.   
 



Should an ineligible player be played in a League match, the penalty for the infringement shall be the automatic 
loss of the game concerned plus, if the Controller so determines, the loss of one additional game point.  
 
 



6. Current League Club Tournament rule, from Rule 5, Fixtures, para 1 

   
Matches should be played on the dates fixed by the League Controller and published in the league fixture lists. In 
exceptional circumstances a team may contact the League Controller to seek permission to rearrange a match. 
 
Proposed new league rule 
  
Matches should be played on the dates fixed by the League Controller and published in the league fixture lists.  In 
exceptional circumstances a team may contact the League Controller to seek permission to rearrange a match.  
Permission will only be given if there is a substantial reason. 

 
 
7. Current League Club Tournament rule, from Rule 6, Exchange of Team Lists   
 
Before the start of each match, team lists in the form of match result cards shall be exchanged between the team 
captains who shall be responsible for the accuracy of all the details thereon.  The card should include an indication “F” 
or “Q” of the players’ preferred choice of type of game alongside the result column.  Rule 9 defines the alternatives 
available.  Players shall be listed in grade order except than an overlap of up to 10 grade points between any two 
players shall be permissible.   
 
Proposed new league rule 
    
Before the start of each match, team lists in the form of match result cards shall be exchanged between the team 
captains who shall be responsible for the accuracy of all the details thereon.  The card should include an indication 
“F” or “Q” of the players’ preferred choice of type of game alongside the result column. Rule 9 defines the 
alternatives available.  Players shall be listed in grade order except than an overlap of up to 10 grade points 
between any two players shall be permissible.  If there is no agreement on “F” or “Q”, then a “Q” game should be 
played. 
 
 
8. Current League Club Tournament rule, from Rule 7, Time of matches     
 
(a) Matches shall normally start at 7.15p.m. and must start no later than 7.30p.m.  All the games in a match shall be 
started on the same night. The first and each subsequent session shall normally be for a minimum of three hours, 
except where a game is concluded within that time.  Play shall cease not less than 15 minutes before the club room 
closes, to allow time for a sealed move to be made in any adjourned game.  It shall be the responsibility of the home 
team captain to ensure that visiting players are aware of the adjournment time before the match.   
(b) A game is forfeit by a player who arrives 1 hour or more after the start of play. 
(c) Any eligible player may be substituted for an absent player before the hour has elapsed. 
 
Proposed new league rule 
     
(a) Matches shall normally start at 7.30p.m. and no later. Some clubs have a start time of 7.15p.m.  All the games 
in a match shall be started on the same night.  The first and each subsequent session shall normally be for a 
minimum of three hours, except where a game is concluded within that time.  Play shall cease not less than 15 
minutes before the club room closes, to allow time for a sealed move to be made in any adjourned game.  It shall 
be the responsibility of the home team captain to ensure that visiting players are aware of the adjournment time 
before the match.   
(b) A game is forfeit by a player who arrives 1 hour or more after the start of play.   
(c) Any eligible player may be substituted for an absent player before the hour has elapsed, but subject to 
the 10 grade points condition. However, due to the possible extenuating circumstances, the 10 grade points rule 
can be overridden, but only providing both captains agree. 
 
 
9. Current League Club Tournament rule, from Rule 9, Alternative types of game, para 1     
 
Type “Q” – Quickplay finish game   



The time control will be 35 moves in an hour and a quarter with a 15 minute quickplay finish.  Clocks are therefore 
set back 15 minutes after Black’s 35th move. 
 
Proposed new league rule 
 
Type “Q” – Quickplay finish game   
The time control will be 35 moves in an hour and a quarter with a 15 minute quickplay finish.  Clocks are therefore 
set back 15 minutes after Black’s 35th move.  A “Q” game cannot be adjourned. 
 
In accordance with FIDE rules (as at July 2017) a player, with less than 2 minutes left on his or her clock, may claim 
a draw if the opponent is making no effort to win the game by normal means, or it is not possible to win the game 
by normal means. Both team captains would be required to arbitrate. 
 
 
10. Proposed new league rule 11, Mobile phones (Please note there is no existing rule) 
 
In accordance with the FIDE Laws of Chess, it is forbidden to have a mobile phone or other electronic means of 
communication in the playing venue, unless completely switched off. If any such device produces a sound that 
player shall lose the game and the opponent win, unless both players agree otherwise.  However, if the opponent 
cannot win by any series of legal moves, the game will be a draw. 
 
If a player is required to have their mobile phone turned on during a game e.g. for health or work reasons, that 
player must notify both captains as well as the opponent prior to the commencement of the game. 
 
 
11. Current League Club Tournament rule, from Rule 11, Notification of Results 
 
Match result cards, signed by both captains, with the detailed results shall be sent by both team captains to the 
League Controller within 7 days of the match.  Adjourned game results should similarly be notified when available.    
  
Proposed new league rule, 12 
   
Scanned match result cards, signed by both captains, with the detailed results should be sent within 24 hours via 
email by either or both team captains to the League Controller.  Other forms of notification, such as email or text 
message are acceptable, providing both clubs have kept a copy of the signed result card.  Adjourned game results 
should similarly be notified immediately. 
 
 
12. Current League Club Tournament rule, from Rule 12, Promotion and relegation, now to be Rule 13 
 
 
13. Current League Club Tournament rule, from Rule 13, Disputes 

  
Disputes shall be referred to the League Controller in the first instance.  Either at his discretion or at the request of 
any club involved in a dispute over the interpretation of the Rules, the dispute may be referred to an Arbitration 
Committee whose findings shall be final.  The Arbitration Committee shall be appointed separately for each dispute 
and shall consist of three officers of the League nominated by the Chairman (or, should he be unavailable, by the Vice 
Chairman), none of whom is a member of a club involved in the dispute. 

 
Proposed new league rule, 14 

 
Match night 
 
In the case of disputes, in the first instance the captains of the respective teams are requested to jointly fulfil the 
role of arbiter. In the event the captains are unavailable, then the players must attempt to resolve the dispute. If a 
dispute cannot be resolved on the match night, the clocks should be stopped, clock times and position on the board 
recorded, and these details, along with a written submission, sent to the Controller within 72 hours by the Team 



Captains. Only in exceptional circumstances should other players, or club members, become subsequently involved. 
 
Other disputes 
 
If the clubs are unable to agree, then the dispute should be referred to the Controller, with written submissions by 
both sides. 
 
Arbitration Committee 
 
Either at the Controller’s discretion, or at the request of any club involved in a dispute over the interpretation of 
the Rules, the dispute may be referred to an Arbitration Committee whose findings shall be final. The Arbitration 
Committee shall be appointed separately for each dispute and shall consist of three officers of the League 
nominated by the Chairman (or, should he be unavailable, by the Vice Chairman), none of whom is a member of a 
club involved in the dispute.   
 
 
14. Rule change proposal from Bournemouth Chess Club 
 

7 Time of matches    
… 
 
(c)  Any eligible player may be substituted for an absent player before the hour has elapsed without the need to 
conform to the grading order described in rule 6. 
 
 
Paul Errington  
Chairman 
 
Current rule : 
 

7 Time of matches   
 
(a) Matches shall normally start at 7.15 p.m. and must start no later than 7.30 p.m. All the games in a 
match shall be started on the same night. The first and each subsequent session shall normally be for a 
minimum of three hours, except where a game is concluded within that time. Play shall cease not less than 
15 minutes before the club room closes, to allow time for a sealed move to be made in any adjourned 
game. It shall be the responsibility of the home team captain to ensure that visiting players are aware of 
the adjournment time before the match. 
 
(b) A game is forfeit by a player who arrives 1 hour or more after the start of play. 
 
(c) Any eligible player may be substituted for an absent player before the hour has elapsed. 
 
 
15. To clarify the rules for the awarding of the Brien Urry Cup and Boardman Trophies  
 

Current rule : 
 
RULES FOR AWARD OF THE BRIEN URRY CUP AND BOARDMAN TROPHIES   
BRIEN URRY CUP 
 
1 The Brien Urry Cup shall be awarded to the player with the highest points score in eligible games (i.e. those 
for which the player satisfied the conditions of League Rule 3) played in Division 1 of the League during the 
relevant year. 
 



Proposed rule : 
 
RULES FOR AWARD OF THE BRIEN URRY CUP AND BOARDMAN TROPHIES   
BRIEN URRY CUP 
 
1 The Brien Urry Cup shall be awarded to the player with the highest points score in eligible games (i.e. those 
for which the player satisfied the conditions of League Rule 3) played in Division 1 of the League during the 
relevant year. 
                                                                                  
When calculating a player’s score for this purpose a default win will only count towards the total where a 
match takes place and a game is claimed in accordance with League Rule 7 (b).   
 
 
Reason : to include in the rules how League Controller’s have been interpreting what constitutes a defaulted 
game when calculating a player’s score.  
 
 
End – uploaded to website 5 June ‘17 
 


