4NCL Online League — Season 8 — Round 6 report

Season 8 of the 4NCL Online League continued with Round 5 on 21° November 2023. As
usual, our eight Wessex teams went into battle across all five divisions.

We had a messy start with two no-shows which turned into two default wins.
And so to the round 6 matches....

From the 30 games played, we scored 10 x wins, 11 x draws and 9 x losses — with the 2
default wins this translated into 4 match wins, 1 match draw and 3 match losses so an OK
evening at the office.

Division 1

Our A team faced a useful looking Spirit of Atticus team and won comfortably 3-1 with wins
from Oscar & David plus solid draws from Gavin & Jaimie.

Our A team remain equal 2"%in their group so still in with a shout of going into the play-offs
for the Div 1 title (top 2 will qualify).
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Our B team match came up against a top heavy Guildford 1 team who fielded Nigel Povah, a
very experienced IM, on board 1, then dropped away to 1713 on board 4.

Our B team currently lie in gt place of 8 (relegation zone) so will need a minor miracle in
round 8 to stay up.
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Division 2

Our C team were up against the lower graded East Kilbride A team. Roger won by default
and then sportingly played, and beat, his very late opponent. Another win from John &
draws from Mircea & Mike gave us a comfortable 3-1 victory.

Our C team currently lie in 3" place with a possible play-off place if we get the right results
in the final round.
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Division 3

Our D team came up against a strong Heffalump Hunters team and lost a narrow match 2.5
— 1.5, despite an excellent win from Ted against a higher graded FM and a draw from Bill
Adaway.

This was a double-pointer so our D team now drop to 2" place for the first time — barring a
major disaster we will finish 2"% and move into the play-offs after round 7.
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Our E team came up against a useful Well Globetrotters team and wins from Stephen
(making an excellent debut) and Rob, together with a draw from Chris, let us edge it 2.5 —
1.5. Our E team remain equal 1°" with 10 points from 12 and face co-leader Hebden Bridge 2
in the final round to decide who takes first place. The 3" team have 9 points from 12 so the
top 3 places are all up for grabs in round 7
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Division 4

Our F team were out graded on every board and turned in a great performance to draw the
match 2-2 with a win from Doug and draws from Ed & Andrea.

With 9 points from 12 we have secured 2" place so will be in the play-offs — 1* place is
looking unlikely although mathematically possible.
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Division 5

Our G team faced a higher graded strong Crowthorne A team and lost a close match 2.5 —
1.5, despite a great debut win from Karen and a draw from Manuel.

With 5 points from 12 and lying 19" of 31 teams I'm guessing we will finish mid-table.
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Our H team faced a higher-rated team and won, helped by a default win on board 1, a draw
from Steve and a win from Nathaniel.

Our H team now have 6 points from 12 and lie in 15 place, with a real chance of finishing
above our G team !
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Stats time

So far this season 52 different players have played for Wessex — of these, 8 have played all 6
games and a further 13 have played in 5 games — this level of support has made my job of

filling 32 boards so much easier and is very much appreciated

With 6 rounds now played we have lost our 100% club with Andrea finally conceding a draw
This leaves the “golden pawn” contest wide open:

5.5 — Andrea Bucchi, Roger Marsh

4.5 —Ted Paul

A special mention to John Weatherlake & Doug Blythe with 4/4

In terms of grading performance several players are tracking @ 2100+
Oscar Garcia — 2221
Gavin Lock — 2213

Rolandas Lukosius — 2158

I’m sure we will have a team or three in the play-offs so round 7 on Dec 7" will confirm who
these are.

Keith Gregory, Wessex captain — 23" November, 2023



